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	YWAF HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP



Founded in 1993, The Young Women’s Alliance (YWA) is an organization of women that empowers its members to develop personally and professionally through educational programs and opportunities to lead, network and serve.
The Young Women’s Alliance Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created by the Young Women’s Alliance in 1997. The Foundation empowers tomorrow’s female leaders by awarding educational scholarships for girls and women and providing grants to the organizations that serve them, ultimately inspiring all women to give back to their community. 
Each year the Foundation awards $2,500 scholarships to support women who show a dedication to education and community service by dedicating 40 hours to a Community Impact Project.  Recipients are chosen based on four criteria:

· Financial Need
· Commitment to both past community service and the Community Impact Project
· Demonstrated Leadership
· Academic Achievement 
Scholarships will be awarded to recipients for the Fall of 2011 or Spring of 2012.  Recipients will select the semester in which the Community Impact Project will take place and scholarship money will be used.  
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

All of the following criteria must be met to be eligible for the Young Women’s Alliance Foundation Higher Education Scholarship:
· Female under the age of 40.

· Applicants should have completed at least 60 undergraduate semester hours or be pursuing a graduate degree at a university or accredited institution of higher learning within Central Texas during the semester the scholarship will be used. 

· Scholarship recipients are responsible for completing a minimum of 40 hours of work on a Community Impact Project during the semester in which the money is requested.
· Previous Foundation scholarship recipients are not eligible.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
In order to be considered, all documents in the application package must be submitted by to March 31, 2011:
· Completed and signed application
· Copy of College Transcripts

· Personal Statement 

· Community Impact Project Statement

· Two letters of recommendation from persons outside your immediate family

Please note that incomplete applications will not be considered.

SELECTION PROCEDURE:

A panel of judges will review all complete applications received on or before March 31, 2011.  Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.

Some applicants will be chosen for a semifinal round which will include an interview with members of Young Women’s Alliance.  Those who are selected for an interview will be contacted during the third week of April to schedule an interview at the end of April or beginning of May.  The winners will be announced mid-May.
Though we will try our best to remain on schedule, dates are subject to change.  Applicants and/or recipients will be notified of any date changes in sufficient time.

IF SELECTED:
· Recipients will be encouraged to attend the annual YWA Membership Appreciation Party in May to be introduced to the members. 
· The YWA Foundation reserves the right to use photographs and/or statements of scholarship recipients in promotional materials.
· The scholarship will be paid in two installments.  The first payment will be made after YWA Foundation receives a letter from your Community Impact Project supervisor laying out your commitment to work a minimum for 40 hours in the semester on the project.  The second payment will be made near the end of the semester after YWA Foundation receives a letter from your Community Impact Project supervisor indicating you have completed your community service as required.
MAIL APPLICATION PACKAGE TO:

YWA FOUNDATION
RE: Higher Education Scholarship
P.O. BOX 1503
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767
QUESTIONS?
Website: www.youngwomensalliance.org/scholarships/
You can also contact the Higher Education Scholarship chair at highereducation@youngwomensalliance.org, and the VP of Giving at youngleaders@youngwomensalliance.org. 
GENERAL INFORMATION:
	First Name:
	Middle Initial:
	Last Name:

	Date of Birth:

_______/________/____________

	Street Address:

	City:
	State:
	Zip Code:

	Phone Number:
	E-Mail Address:


COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY INFORMATION:
	Current College/University:


	Expected Graduation Date:

	Declared Major/Minor:
	Semester you are Applying for (select one):
Fall of 2011            Spring of 2012
                                               

	Grade Point Average:




FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Estimated Living Expenses for the Semester:
	Including Room and Board, Tuition, Transportation, Books and Supplies:



Anticipated Contributions Toward your College Expenses per Semester:
	CONFIRMED SCHOLARSHIPS:


	CONFIRMED GRANTS: 
	Work/Study:

	FAMILY CONTRIBUTION: 
	YOUR INCOME:
	OTHER:


COMMUNITY INVOLVELMENT:  List any activities, community service, and leadership positions you have participated in.  Include name of organization, dates of participation, and officer position held if applicable.  Attach an additional page if necessary.
Ex: Spanish Club—August 2008-May 2010 – President, 2009, Treasurer, 2008

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

TELL US ABOUT YOU:

In 3-5 sentences, tell us about you, your school, major, interesting facts, how this scholarship will help you, and anything else that will help us know you better as a person – sell US on YOU!  Note: If you are selected as a scholarship recipient, this statement or a portion of it will be used on the Young Women’s Alliance website.
ESSAYS:

Each essay should be typed in a 12 point font, double spaced, and no longer than 2 pages.

Personal Statement: Please include a personal statement about why you should be chosen to receive this scholarship.  Information might include your motivation to get the degree you are pursuing, life experiences that have changed you, or anything else you believe the reviewing committee should know about you.  
Community Impact Project Statement: For the community impact project, describe the organization you would work with, why you chose them, an overview of the project, and what you hope to accomplish.  An ideal project would be undertaken for personal reasons (ex: working with the Susan G. Komen Foundation because your family has been touched by breast cancer) or related to your field of study (ex: a social work major counseling at a homeless shelter).  If the project will be fully completed after the semester of the scholarship, applicants must set and achieve short term goals for the time they are working on the project.  (For additional details, please go to www.youngwomensalliance.org/scholarships.)
SIGNATURE:

I CERTIFY THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE INCLUDED IN MY APPLICATION PACKET:
· Completed and signed application
· Copy of College Transcripts

· Personal Statement 

· Community Impact Project Statement

· Two letters of recommendation from persons outside your immediate family
I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION IS TRUE AND CORRECT.  I HAVE READ THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS, AND SELCTION PROCEDURE AND AGREE TO ALL CONTENT THEREIN.  I ALSO AGREE THAT YWA MAY USE MY WORDS FROM THE “TELL US ABOUT YOU” SECTION TO MARKET THE SCHOLARSHIP ON THEIR WEBSITE AND OTHER MARKETING MATERIALS.

x ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
     APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE DATE:[image: image1.png]



2011-2012 YWAF Higher Education Scholarship Application
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